Hemagglutinating and hemolytic activities of Enterococcus faecalis strains isolated from different human clinical sources.
A total of 95 Enterococcus faecalis strains isolated from different human clinical sources were investigated for hemagglutinating activities and hemolysin (Hly) production in the presence of erythrocytes from a wide range of species. MRHA (mannose-resistant hemagglutination) activity was found in all clinical strains tested in this study. MRHA of E. faecalis strains isolated from different sources was most frequently observed with human (both group O and A) and guinea pig erythrocytes. None of the strains agglutinated horse erythrocytes in the presence of 1% alpha-D-mannose. It should be emphasized that our data indicate the absence of a relationship between sources and MRHA. In contrast, all 95 strains investigated in this report were negative for MSHA (mannose-sensitive hemagglutination) activity. Regarding hemolysin production, it was seen that E. faecalis, and particularly urinary strains, preferably lysed horse erythrocytes. On the other hand, none of the 95 clinical strains tested in this study showed hemolytic activity against bovine and sheep erythrocytes. In general, these results show that E. faecalis strains isolated from different clinical sources possessed a diversity of hemagglutinins and a limited repertoire of hemolysin activities.